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Elephant Whispers Volunteer Program Information 

About the Program 

The Elephant Whispers Volunteer Program (EWVP) offers the opportunity to work on both community and wildlife based projects, during comprehensive 14-day, 28-day, 42-day and 56-day programmes. EWVP firmly believe in the concept of ‘Conservation through Education and Interaction’, and as such we encourage a hands-on approach with the elephant, horses and wildlife. Our comprehensive educational program covers many aspects of conservation, through informal debates, lectures and talks by guest speakers. The program promotes a holistic view on conservation to students, by showing both the people affected by conservation, and conservation issues facing today’s Africa.

The program focuses on the conservational side of running the conservancy and wildlife in conjunction with the community aspect, and is complemented by the animal husbandry aspects of looking after the elephant, horses and cattle.
Running the conservancy will require that students participate in activities such as anti-poaching patrols, fence patrols, bush clearing, infrastructure maintenance, research on wildlife and flora within the reserve and at times game capture and release. 
The conservational aspect of the course encompasses various lectures given at night, which cover many of the issues surrounding wildlife management in Africa today. There will also be educational lectures on animals, plants, birds, insects, spoor, and other interesting topics. Guest speakers will talk to the volunteers about their experiences, research and views on conservation.
The animal husbandry aspect of the program includes cleaning, feeding, and care of all animals under the care of EWVP. The activities vary from rounding-up of cattle, time spent in the bush with the elephant observing their behavior and feeding, care of the horses and where required, assisting with or observing any veterinary activities that may occur during their stay. 
The knowledge gained about the animals at EWVP through this kind of participation is specific and personal whilst being extremely educational.  

Community projects identified by the EWVP are as follows:
· Assisting at local schools – coaching sport, teacher assistance, planting vegetable gardens and upgrading facilities
· A women’s club which aims to empower women in communities by offering them assistance in financial planning, health and nutrition, craft and curio creation and first-aid. 
· A Community Cattle Project where the proper management of community cattle will ensure that livestock in the area is cared for and well managed. Students will build cattle Kraals for disease monitoring and general management, help in monitoring cattle etc.

· Wider community projects include assisting at annual events, schools, businesses, cleaning public spaces etc.  
The volunteers will get opportunities to go sightseeing and partake in the many activities that the area has to offer. Trips will be arranged to go to the Kruger National Park, Various Rehabilitation Centers, and the Panorama Route. Some optional activities in the Hazyview area include kloofing, white water rafting, and hot-air ballooning and micro-lighting. 
Aim of the Program
We aim to equip students with the holistic knowledge and skills to actively participate in conserving the wildlife of Southern Africa and the world. We highlight awareness of greater issues and fundamental differences in the various approaches to conservation the world over, and encourage volunteers to realize the challenges facing wildlife conservation in today’s world, and an ever changing Africa.
Program Facilitators
Sean Hensman is the Program Facilitator; he has a wealth of experience gleaned from a lifetime spent in the African wilderness. Sean’s early years were spent between the family farm in Zimbabwe, visiting National Parks working on Game Reserves and representing his country playing competitive polo around the world.  His unique childhood memories range from rounding up cattle on elephant back, to exploring the farm on foot and horseback and raising orphaned animals. Sean’s passion for conservation has been the leading drive in his pursuit of finding alternative answers to the complex conservation issues being faced in today’s world. 
Accommodation & Facilities
Students are accommodated in an attractive lodge, which boasts a lovely large garden and swimming pool. Students will share two to a room. The lodge has 7 en-suite rooms and accommodates 16 people. All linen is provided, but please bring your own swimming towel and a sleeping bag for the bush sleep out. 
Three hearty meals per day are prepared by the chef, and the kitchen is fully equipped and open for students to use. We will take advantage of the wonderful weather and scenery by making regular use of our Barbeque facilities.
The closest town is Hazyview, which is approximately 1 km from the lodge. Regular town trips can be organized for supplies and banking. 
Telephone and internet facilities are available at participant’s expense.
Laundry facilities are provided, except for one’s “smalls”. Laundry and general cleaning will be done by the house staff, although students will be expected to assist with clearing of tables after meals and keeping their rooms and possessions in a neat manner.
Off-days will be organized at different times during the week, as weekends are usually busy in places such as the Kruger National Park. Adventure activities are available in the area. Should volunteers decide to participate in these activities (such as hot air ballooning; paint ball war-games; river rafting in the Blyde River Canyon; canopying) they can be arranged with the project leader at participants’ own expense.
Program Deliverables
Hands on experience: 

· Assistance with elephant, horses, cattle and wildlife. 

· Possibility of assisting the wildlife vet (darting, capturing and operating on animals). 

· Local and wider community involvement.
· Working on the ground with the various Elephant Whispers personnel in their various roles of animal husbandry, community relations, maintenance, research, anti-poaching etc.
· Helping with any research projects which may be in operation.
Informal lectures on a variety of topics, such as: 

· Conservation 

· Animal and bird identification and behavior
· Plants and ecology 

· Astronomy
· Tracks and signs 

· Snakes and Reptiles 

· Anti-Poaching 

The lectures will be followed by practical exercises - for example: 
· Trip to a reptile park 

· Identification of plants whilst working on the conservancy 

· Tracking in the bush for anti poaching and researching wildlife
· A trip to Kruger National Park and Game Drives.
· Stargazing 
Programs Available and Rates
	2009
	2010

	14 Day – ZAR 12 250

28 Day – ZAR 21 000

42 Day – ZAR 31 500

56 Day – ZAR 42 000
	14 Day – ZAR 13 475

28 Day – ZAR 23 100

42 Day – ZAR 34 650

56 Day – ZAR 46 200


Program Dates
	2009
	2010

	Mon 18 May 

- Sun 21 June

Mon 22 June 

- Sun 19 July

Mon 20 July 

- Sun 16 August

Mon 17 August
            - Sun 13 September

Mon 14 September 
- Sun 11 October

Mon 12 October 
- Sun 15 November

Mon 16 November 
-Sun 13 December
	Mon 14 December 09   - Sun 10 January 10

Mon 11 January 
- Sun 07 February 

Mon 08 February 
- Sun 07 March

Mon 08 March 
            - Sun 04 April

Mon 05 April 

- Sun 02 May

Mon 03 May 

- Sun 30 May
Mon 31 May 

- Sun 27 June
Mon 28 June 

- Sun 25 July
Mon 26 July
            - Sun 22 August
Mon 23 August 
- Sun 19 September
Mon 20 September 
- Sun 17 October
Mon 18 October 
- Sun 14 November
Mon 15 November         - Sun 12 December 


Contact Details

Physical address:
Sandford Farm, Portion 46, R40, Hazyview, Mpumalanga

Postal Address:


P O Box 2304, Hazyview, 1242, Mpumalanga

Telephone:


+27 (0) 13 737 7876

Bookings Mobile:

+27 (0) 82 498 4683

Facsimile:


+27 (0) 13 737 7876

E-Mail:



volunteers@elephantwhispers.co.za
Website:


www.elephantwhispers.co.za
General Manager: 

Sean Hensman
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